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Grace Presbyterian Church             November 29, 2020 

Psalm 80, Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Cor. 1: 1-3,           First Sunday of Advent 

Mark 13:24-37 

"Heaven Outweighs Perpetual Emptiness” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Happy New Year! The Church calendar starts today, with this being the first 

Sunday of the New Year. I know it seems strange to wish you a happy new 

year, something like the Americans celebrating Thanksgiving five and a half 

weeks later than we do, on a Thursday. Who ever decided that? And then the 

big shopping day, the day after, which I never remember growing up in the 

States. It is strange how holidays change and traditions evolve. I’m told the 

American airports have been flooded with travellers in spite of the 

pandemic, and the record number of deaths. 

 

In spite of everything strange about this pandemic season, we can depend on 

Advent, a preparatory time for Christmas, emphasizing the Second Coming 

as much or more than the First Coming of Jesus as a baby boy into our 

world. And we bring out the wreath and the decorations for Christmas. They 

aren’t the Scriptural part of the season. They are the cultural part, but they 

do lead us to Jesus, if we have eyes to see and ears to hear. But they are not 

mandatory, and if you don’t want to decorate, please receive my permission, 

for what its worth, to simply not decorate. It’s ok. But in our hearts we turn 

to Jesus, regardless of our decorating ability. Jesus has always been more 

concerned about our inside reality, interior to who we are, rather than the 

externals of clothes, decorations, fancy houses and the like. You know this. I 

simply remind you. Open yourselves on the inside to Jesus. Invite Him in. 

Let him direct your house, household, your perspectives, your need for 

energy and health, your lack of resources and perhaps any lack of motivation 

you are feeling in this season that forces you into a certain mold. Listen to 

Him. He holds your keys to health and contentment. 

 

So we come again to hope. I wish I could simply light this candle and make 

new hope appear in your life. Or simply say that you can light the candle and 

the hope will appear for you anew. But I can’t. I lead you to Jesus who can, 

because He is hope. He brings hope today in this strange season. 

 

The Scriptures introduce to God’s plan throughout history. He was not 

stymied with human rebellion to His order and plan. He did judge the world 

with a flood, but also promised to not wipe it out again. That promise is the 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; November 29, 2020 
 

2 

real meaning of the rainbow. Israel became His plan to reach the world, but 

when Israel rebelled, He continued to allow both judgment and promise. 

Israel was wiped out as a nation until the mid twentieth century. His promise 

to always have a king on David’s throne was fulfilled in the birth, ministry, 

death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Church was 

established. Today we inherit that promise. We know these things. Perhaps 

we know them too well. Let’s back up a bit. (truck reverse tone here) 

 

David himself and his musicians wrote the Psalms. In Psalm 80, we hear 

Asaph, one of David’s best Music Directors, writing a worship song in the 

context of a hard season. He was experiencing God’s not listening (v. 1), 

God’s anger smoldering, (v. 4), his own tears, enemies and neighbors 

mocking him (v. 6), his feeling abandoned (v. 14), cut down, burned and 

rebuked by God (v. 16). But Asaph does not turn away from God, in spite of 

these setbacks and difficulties, he turns toward God and asks for a hearing 

(v.1), for an awakening (v.2), for restoration (3x: vv. 3, 7, 14) and revival (v. 

18). Hear us, O God. Awaken your might to save us. Restore us to salvation, 

make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. That’s the chorus in 

vv. 3, 7, and 19. Today, we need salvation from our sins, offered to us in 

Jesus Christ. Relationship with him. We also need to be saved from the 

virus. We need to be saved from discouragement, depression, loneliness and 

a sense of having no hope. What is God’s plan? 

 

The prophet Isaiah captured God’s heart and perspective when he speaks his 

desire to see the LORD “come down.” (Isaiah 64:1) Rip open the heavens 

and come down, please. And that’s what God does at the First and Second 

Comings. Jesus comes in a covert action at Christmas. Jesus returns to judge 

the earth in a clear dramatic action, known to the whole world, seen by all in 

His Second Coming (Mark 13:26) Come down, LORD. Do that awesome 

thing we do not expect. (Isaiah 64:3) Come down. Then the mountains will 

tremble and so will we. Set a fire, boil water, cause the earth to tremble. Let 

us all know our need of you. Let us all turn seriously to you before it is too 

late to do so. We don’t naturally come to You, we need your supernatural 

intervention to come to You. Our good deeds and righteous acts are not 

attractive to you, any more than used feminine products are attractive. That’s 

the filthy rags part. (v. 6) We need right now to remember You are the 

Father, You are the Potter, we are the clay. You are the Creator. We are the 

creation. And just like Asaph sang in his Psalm, so Isaiah says, “Don’t be 

angry, LORD. Don’t remember our sins.” (v. 7) And the big question is 

always how will God take care of our rebellion and our broken attitudes and 
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actions. He does so when He comes down in Jesus Christ. He comes down 

and becomes one of us. He leads a sinless life, in dependence on God His 

Father. He accepts the cross, a being tortured to death, for us, that we would 

not have to bear our own sins and rebellion against God and the 

consequences of those sins and rebellion. He rises again. He ascends. 

 

And He is coming down again. This is His second coming. There will be 

worldwide astronomical events, eclipses of the sun and moon, meteorite 

showers, and “heavenly bodies shaken” which is possibly a heaven quake, 

parallel to an earthquake. It will be dramatic, not hidden like the First 

Coming of Jesus. Everyone will see the Son of Man, Jesus, coming down in 

the clouds with great power and glory. He will make sure that we who have 

a relationship with Him will be safe to be with Him no matter where we are 

on the earth or the heavens, flying, in space, wherever. (v. 27) That’s the 

good news. Everyone who trusts in Jesus with their lives has His promise 

that His angelic host will take care of us in that end time. Then he talks 

about something with which the ancient ones listening to Jesus are more 

familiar: the stages that a fig tree goes through to produce fruit, like most 

fruit trees do. There is nothing on it in the winter, then in the spring, leaves 

start to come. Then the fruit tree flowers. The fruit begins to form, gets 

bigger, than finally is ripe for harvest. Jesus says the same thing will happen 

in the end times, and we will know when the end is near. 

 

When are the end times? When will Jesus come again, exactly? The answer 

to the first is clear. We are in the end times. Get ready now for the Lord’s 

return. Don’t put off being in good relationship with Him. Choose Him now. 

Say “yes” to Him now. Turn away from your sins and rebellion against God. 

Jesus is coming soon. As for the exact date of Jesus’ second coming, we 

don’t know the day or the hour. (Mark 13:32) 

 

Way back at the beginning of my ministry, a woman came to me in great 

distress. Her brother was selling his house and giving the money from it to a 

Christian organization of dubious reputation, in her mind. She said that the 

leader or prophet in that organization had clearly predicted when Jesus was 

coming again and that He was returning on a certain weekend in the Fall of 

1988. It would be exactly forty years since the reestablishment of the state of 

Israel, and He was coming on that weekend. You can’t know the day or 

hour, they said, but you can know the weekend. I encouraged this young 

woman to stay in as good a relationship as possible with her brother, and try 

to console him when he finds out that the Lord didn’t come on that weekend. 
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He may not recover the money, but try to love him through that. And I never 

heard the end of that story, as his sister moved away. But I wonder to this 

day what happened. We do know Jesus did not return in 1988 to 

Saskatchewan or anywhere else. This same Jesus predicts false predictions 

of the end (Mark 13: 22) and false prophets. I am not here to tell you what 

weekend Jesus will return. I do remind you of the fact that it will be soon 

exactly two thousand years since Jesus started his earthly ministry, as early 

as 2024, which doesn’t sound very far away, as we enter 2021 in about a 

month’s time.  

 

Jesus told us in the Scripture that it’s like a house and property owner going 

away on a long business trip overseas, and giving his house, furnishings, 

property, storage facilities, agricultural holdings over to his employees. They 

are charged to do the farming, the storage, the investing of funds, the upkeep 

of the property and the house, as well as regular house cleaning and chores. 

He cannot tell them when exactly, the day or the hour he will return. But he 

will return and he expects to see everything in order. (Mark 13: 33-37) 

 

In other Gospels, Jesus us warns us to not take advantage of the “run of the 

house.” That means not holding wild parties, doing things the Landlord 

would consider offensive in his house, bullying, immoral, unethical, violent 

things. He will return when you least expect Him. Stay awake in your faith. 

Keep your ears and eyes open to what’s happening in the culture. But more 

importantly, keep reading Scripture, praying, helping those who cannot help 

themselves, inviting others into relationship with Jesus Christ. Now is the 

time. In this strange season, now is the time. 

 

Come down, Lord. Save us from our sins, our rebellion. We are grateful for 

your coming so long ago as a baby. We wonder if we will be ready and you 

will find us faithful when you come again in glory. 

 

Meanwhile, we live in hope. We want to live in hope. We need your hope. 

We recognize in the long run that Heaven will overcome all our greatest 

needs and sins. Jesus overcomes our emptiness. Jesus brings us hope. 

 

So in these days while we live between the First and Second Coming of 

Jesus, give us the hope we need. Help us to know the presence of the Lord. 

Dwell, reside, and live with us in our routines. He was fully, bodily here 

nearly two thousand years ago. He will come again fully, bodily, in the 

clouds to judge the earth. Meanwhile, He is here, with us through the power 
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of the Holy Spirit. And so many of us need hope for each day. Because each 

day has enough worries of its own. Let us trust God for heaven to overcome 

whatever we are facing these days, whether emptiness, powerlessness, voids, 

lacks and challenges of many kinds. Let us trust Jesus with what we are 

going through.  

 

And please trust Him for your nominations/votes for new elders. Thank you 

for trusting Him in so many ways in these days. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


